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REDEVELOPMENT OF FORMER GARDEN CENTRE FOR
INDUSTRIAL PURPOSES, Private Developer, High Wycombe

Audit21

.

A former garden nursery was proposed to be redeveloped
for mixed use and light industria purposes. A Western
Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) Planning
Approval required that an investigation was undertaken
to assess the site conditions and determine the suitability
of the site; this is a trigger for a Mandatory Audit Report.

The Site had been used as an intensive garden nursery
since the 1960s, comprising reticulated shade houses,
a fruit orchard, a compost preparation and sterilisation
unit and a retail area. Various organo-chlorine and
organo-phosphate herbicides and pesticides, together
with nutrient fertilisers had been extensively applied over
many years throughout the Site. The Site had also been
flattened by cut-and-fill operations with some importation
of ‘virgin’ limestone fill.

At the completion of the nursery operation the Site had
been extensively covered by imported bitumen fill
(’blacktop plainings’) to form hardstanding. Part of the
Site had been leased to a transport company for parking,
basic vehicle maintenance and washdown purposes,
while another area was being used for the temporary
storage of demountable buildings.

The Site had been investigated as a nursery Site. The
subsequent change in landuse required that an additional
walkover survey was undertaken to assess the new
activities and potential for further contamination to have
arisen, including:
-Mechnical servicing area
-Washdown area
-Fuel & chemical storage area/ minor spillages.
-Bitumen fill & potential for leaching to impact
groundwater.

The Site ccmprised two lots. Following completion of
further investigation and validation of minor remedial
work to remove hydrocarbon stained soils, the lots were
recommended for the folwling classifictaions:
-Decontaminated - unrestricted use
Not contaminated - unrestricted use.
The DEC subsequently accepted
these recommendations.


